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NOUN STYLE
or

The use of 
nominalizatons

t

N

Lecture 9

Noun or verb? 

ØIn science writing, you need noun style

But  be aware of the downside    

ØNominalizations enhance the level of abstraction

ØMore active and concrete verbs will give your text 

more power and action
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She runs in the morning. 
He talks for an hour.

nouns

To run -> take a run
To talk -> give a talk  
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a long run 
an interesting talk 

a controversial debate
an in-depth study

She goes for a long run in the morning.
He delivered an interesting talk. 
A controversial debate is taking place. 
An in-depth study has been carried out.
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to reach a conclusion   

to achieve an improvement 

to carry out a test  

to cause an increase 

to effect a reduction  

to execute a search

to exhibit a performance 

to give an explanation

VERB STYLE NOUN STYLE

To conclude
To improve
To test
To increase
To perform
To explain
To change
To compare
To install

To reach a conclusion   
To achieve an improvement 
To carry out a test  
To cause an increase 
To exhibit a performance 
To give an explanation
To implement a change 
To make a comparison 
To perform an installation

Our in-depth analysis clearly shows….

or

The addition of these substances 
resulted in an increase of ….
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NOUN STYLE

Following termination of exposure to pigeons and 
resolution of the pulmonary infiltrates, there was a 
substantial increase in lung volume, some
improvement in diffusing capacity, and partial
resolution of the hypoxemia.

NOUN STYLE

Following termination of exposure to pigeons and 
resolution of the pulmonary infiltrates, there was a 
substantial increase in lung volume, some
improvement in diffusing capacity, and partial
resolution of the hypoxemia.

HUH? What’s happening?
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Following termination of exposure to pigeons and 
resolution of the pulmonary infiltrates, there was a 
substantial increase in lung volume, some
improvement in diffusing capacity, and partial
resolution of the hypoxemia.

Following termination of exposure to pigeons and 
resolution of the pulmonary infiltrates, there was 
a substantial increase in lung volume, some
improvement in diffusing capacity, and partial
resolution of the hypoxemia.

After the patient stopped keeping pigeons, her 
pulmonary infiltrates partly resolved, lung volume 
greatly increased, diffusing capacity improved, 
and hypoxemia lessened.
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Useless Nominalizations

1. Nominalization follows empty verb

An analysis of main effect and interaction was 
conducted.

We analyzed main effects and interactions.
Main effects and interactions were analyzed.

2. Nominalization follows ‘there is’.

There is an increase of pain and restlessness. 

Pain and restlessness increase.

There is an underestimation of these effects. 

These effects are underestimated.
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3. Linked nominalizations

Ecosystem destabilization can be the consequence of 
invasion.

Invasion can destabilize ecosystems.
Ecosystems can be destabilized by invasion.

Useful Nominalizations

1. Nominalization refers to a concept in the previous 
sentence.

These arguments all depend on a single, unproven 
claim.
This decision can lead to costly consequences.
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2. The nominalization names what would be the 
object of its verb.

I do not understand either her meaning or his 
intentions.

[is more compact than the acceptable]

I do not understand either what she meant or what 
he intends.

3. Necessary abstraction or reference to an often 
repeated concept

Cardiac hypertrophy is a compensatory response to 
haemodynamic overload. 

The last stages of pathological hypertrophy might 
ensue heart failure. This process consists of: (1) the 
enlargement of the ventricular chamber, (2) thinning
of the walls and (3) loss of contractility, derived from 
fibrosis instalment.
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www.writersdiet.com
www.hemingwayapp.com

The Writers Diet – Helen Sword

http://www.writersdiet.com/
http://www.hemingwayapp.com/
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